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PLEASE PASS TO TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
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TAGS: BBAK 

SUBJECT: REQUEST EOR BACKGROUND INEORMATION 

1. THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT IS BEING APPROACHED BY 
INDIVIDUALS REPRESENTING THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT THE BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL BACKGROUND OF AN 
OWNER OE SEVERAL HONG KONG COMPANIES. 

2. THE INDIVIDUAL IN QUESTION IS A MR. AMOS DANE, WHO IS 
PRESIDENT OF MOSBERT HOLDINGS AND ASIA LANDS, BOTH HONG KONG 
COMPANIES. MOSBERT HOLDINGS IS SAID TO HAVE ACTED HERE AND 

IN SINGAPORE IN CONNECTION WITH THE MOSCOW NORODNY BANK. 

ASIA LANDS WAS SUSPENDED FROM TRADING ON THE HONG KONG EXCHANGE 
DURING AN INVESTIGATION LAST YEAR BY THE EINANCIAL SECRETARY. 

3. STATE OF CALIFORNIA APPARENT INTEREST DERIVES FROM A 
LOCAL RUMOR THAT DANE IS SEEKING TO SET UP FIVE BANKS IN 
CALIFORNIA. TELEPHONE INQUIRIES HAVE COME FROM JOHN H. 

SHERMAN, WHO REPRESENTS HIMSELE AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
CALIFORNIA BANKING COMMISSION, AND ROGER BORGAN, ATTORNEY 
FOR THE COMMISSION. HONG KONG GOVERNMENT IS WILLING TO 
COOPERATE BUT WANTS ASSURANCES AS TO THE STATUS OE THESE 
INDIVIDUALS. 
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